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A: brief Anſwer to a ſmall Book writt 
by Tehn Norcot, againſt Infant Bap 


This Anſwer is written by. Fob» Eliet for *;| 
the ſake of ſome of the flock of Jeſus * * 
_ Chriſt, who were ready to be ftag- 
gered in the point of Infant Bap- 
tiſm, by reading that Book. _ 


He Book ſpeaketh with the yoice of 2 , 
Lamb, and I think the Author's a godly 
though erring Brother; but heaeth the 
cauſe of the roaring Lyon, who. by all. _ 
crafty wayes. ſeeketh to devonr the po. 
Lambs of the flock of Chriſt. The chief 

hinge that the whole diſcourſe hangeth ppon is, tha 

there is no place of Scripture for baptizing Infants, 
| 1 will therefore begin there, to ſtop the gain-ſaying 
month. of this Book. | ahath,.. 
. The baptizing of Believers and their Infants -= 
way one of the firſt Goſpel Apoſtolical Inſtitdtions com- © 
manded in the Goſpel pofitie, As 2.37,38,39. when 

thoſe heart pricked penitentJews Glembly abked tally | 

ing the greatchange.of Church Policy that was now 

motion, mbet fall we do? or how ſhall we engage our 
ſelres into this new Polity ? thyus..is onE part of thelr 
queſtion, asitappeareth by the Anſwer, . The Apalli 
anſwereth them, ver.38,39. the ſubſtance and ſenſt of 
which wordsin re ſpe& of our queſtion is thus formed, 

Every one of you to whom the promiſe belengetb,we 


/ 


do order and app9int you to be haptized. 


But the promiſe belongeth to aft you penitent belle- S ; 
yersand to your Children, A 3 Thepefots - 
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_ pl Ghurches haye walked ever fince unto this day, and 
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«+. Therefore we order and appoint all you penitent Bea 
lieversand your Children to be baptized, conſider the 
words, - 

7:* Some Gentile Believers, or the Apoſtle himſelf on 
their behalf, further promoteth the ſame queſtion,touch- 
ihg them that were afar of, viz. in reſpe& of Church 
ſtate, and Intereſt in the promiſe, What ſhall they do 


. that havye'no Intereſt in the promiſe ? being afar off, in 
\ reſpect of the Covenant, and afar of in place alſo, as 


th- Gentile Nations--ere, | 
The Apoftle anſwereth; thatwe order the ſame Law 
and [nititution to all, viz. whom the Lord our God ſhall 
iCal] ; when the Lord our God ſhall call any of the Gen- 
files to b2 penitent Believers, as now you Jews be, then 
the promiſe doth belong unto them, and unto rheir In- 
Faiits ; and we do order, that they and rheir Infants ſhall 
b2baptized, and markedfor the Lambs of Chriſt, that 
do belong to his Fold, 
Behold here a clear Goſpel Inſtitution of baptizing 
Behevers and their Infants, mn all the Goſp=] Churches, 
be they Jewsor Gentiles, All endeavours of an Anſwer 


to.this Text do only mud the waters to hinder a clear | 


fight of the Truth that ſhineth in the words, 

As weſeea clear precept for Infant Baptiſm,ſo I ſhall 
ſhew aclear praQtice and example of it, A#.2.41. then 
they that gladly received bis Word were baptized, Viz, 
they and their Children were baptized, For I ask, did 
they receive the whole Word of Apoſtolical Inſtitution ? 
Gr only a part ofthe Word ? ſure you will ſay, they re- 
ceiaed the whole Word of Inſtitution, therefore theſe 
Believersandtheir Children at firlt or at laſt were bapti- 
22d, Had the believing parents only been baptized, 
and left out their Children,..then they had received hut 

art of the. Word of Inſtitution. So then, here we be- 
old a famous example, according.to which all the Goſ- 
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that without interruption, ſaving that ſometime  fomE . | 


ſmall interruption hath been made by'the Anabaptiſts 
* thatdeny or havequeſtioned Infant Baptiſme, 
Baptiſme is the 'ſeal of the Covenant, whomſoever 


Y therefore: God doth receive into' Covenant with'him, 


they have a fundamental right in due order to receive 
the Seal, the Seal is ſo annexed to the Covenant, 'thatit: 
is called the Covenant, Gen.17.13, now God doth. re 
ceive the Children of Believers into Covenant, Ads 2. 
38,39. the promiſe doth belong to you and to your Children, 
and therefore the Seal doth belong unto them, - * 
- Math,3,1s, $0 it becometh us to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, 
ſaith Chriſt, who are meant by [ zs ] of whom Chriſt 
ſpeaketh? Av»ſw. He ſpeaketh firſtly of himfelf, and 
Fobn, then of all his Church and members thereof, 
Therefore as it was meet and righteous for Chriſt the 
Head to fulfil that Law and Inſtitution of God in being 
baptized; ſoit is meet that every member of the Church 
of Chriſt ſhould in &ue order do the ſame, it isrighte- 


: - ous that it ſhould be ſo. . Now Infants of Believers are. 
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metnbers of the Church of Chriſt, the Covenant com- 
prehends them, the promiſe belongeth unto'them, and: 
therefore they ought in due order to be baptized, 

' Mark,10,14, But when Jeſus ſawit, he was\much 
Giſpleaſed, and ſa1d unto them, ſuffer the Tittle-Children 
20 come unto me,and forbid them not, for of ſuch the” K 'ing- 
d;m2 of God, Chriſt ſaith that the Kingdome of Godboth 
Militant & Triumphant doth conſiſt of many fudkmem-- 
bers, how come they into the Church > oo 
Anſw,God doth admit them by his Inflitution ihto/his - 
Covenant,Ge. E7. 7.4God unto thee and to thySeed after thee 
and the Church doth ſolemnly receive themby Baptiſm. - 

- Queſt. How' Can the Churchreceive them, when'they to. 
n0t know4 bem to be fit manter for the Church? *, © 

Anſw. The Church may lawfully admit untoComs * 
 munioninall the ane upon ſufkcient Teſtimony, : 


(4) 
as As y.26,27,23, The Primitive Church admitted 
$4ul ypon'thke Teftimony of Barnabas. Now for the ad- 
mitting of Infants we haye the beſt and greateſt Teſti= 
mony-m the World, that they: are fit matter for the 
Churdb, and that Yiey-axe dsly and acceptibly qualified: 

_ for wehavetlic Teſtimony of: God, the Father, and of 
this Son,” and of the Holy Gholt, I have more boldneſs 
6eſFarthih receiving Infavts into the Communion of the. 
Church, then up-grown perſons, whom we, have oſt 
accarately tryed, becauſe: our Infants are reqeived upan |} 
divine Teſtimony,etþerst! qugh we admitthem accord=. | 
ipgro-divineInfticationg yet. upon more inferior Tefti- | 

| p og # wif deve be holy, the Impis alſo-bo-. 

ly, if the' R008 be holy, fo: arethe branches alſo. A. Beligyer 
and:his Children-are but one luwp, in his Church ftati- 
on, the. bebevigg Parents fanctifie the whole howſhald, 
__who-areunder the Pargnts tuition, a Beljever and his 
Ahildren: are but one Treein the Church or-Vineyard. 
& the Lord,and when the-Root is koly;the whole Tree, 
all the b are-hely,; this is the Eccleffaſtical ſiate 
ofall believers. - Henee therefore we ought to receive 
all the Infants. of believers unto. Communion in the 
Gharch, acconding to theix. Capacities, Now Infants 
are-capable of Communion with the Churchiin Bap- 
times which doth moſt evidently appear in the Church 
of the Jews, where they were capable of Gireurgciſian, 
and avere gver admitted into the Commynionof the 
Charch therein, and-the Apoſtles were wont to baptize 
al the Houfſholf, when the-Parents believed. The Lord 

_-doth.accguptthem viſhble Believers that are. branches of 
a believing Root; :and-giveth:that Teſtimony. of them, 
Aad Goad:who appointed itz beſt knoweth what is accep- 
tible to-himſelf\ '_ The: preſent adminiſtration of Bap-. 

- tikne.$o: Infarits isa preſent exerciſe of Faith, love aud 
duty inall the Chyrch, avd cipcxially 10the. ——_ 


__ 
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5t is 2n after exerciſe of Faith, love; and duty inthe 


Child; when he is grown up to years of capacity, andas 


long as be liveth bis Baptiſnal Covenant chriſtianly.im- 


provequponhim, doth very powerfully by the ailiffance 
of the Spirit oblige him: to walk as becoineth'a 
child of the Lord, and prepareth bitn for confirmation, 
in laying hold on the Covenant of God by his ' own 


choice, conſent, anda, There, is a paſſive reception 


of Chrilt and his Kingdome,which Iofantsare capable of: 
in which a& of grace adult upgrown perſonsmult ham- 
ble themfelves to become like Infants, Aſark, 10,15, 


whoſoever ſhall not receive the K onda of God 45 4 little- 


child ſhall not.emer thereinto, knoweth how: 
to. have, and exerciſe ſuch ſpiritaal-Communionaeith 


Infants,whoare we that we ſhould keep them from hin: - 
when he calleth for them ? and hath inſtituted an-Ordt- - 


nance for that ufe and end, Aſarh,10,14.t return tothis 
Text where Chriſt ſaith, ſuffer 13ttle- Children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of Juch ic.the K'ingitome 


of God, The inſtituted ordinary way, of littte' chif-. 


dens coming to Chriſt is by Baptiſme, there comibgac 


this time, inftanced in this Text was for his LANE 


was theirend at that time, but on. that” occaſion 
treatethupon the doQrine of Infants coming to. Chrift, 
and Chriſt commandeth that it ſhould be ſo, and hath 
inſtituted an. ordinary means whereby they may.come 


. 
- 


unto him, and that is by Baptiſme, as in the old Church 


they did by Circumciſion, This command of Chriſt;for 
Childrens coming to him. is of force to-this day, and 
will de to the worlds end, and: therefore it doth not in- 


teud only a perſqnal coming tothe bodily preſence of - 


Chriſt, as at that time, but Chriſt intends the vifible,ex- 
ternal inftituted' way of Infants coming to Chriſt; this 


weare conirhanded to ſuffer, the Elders and the'Church 


are conimanded by: Chriſt to ſuffer Infantsto totneto 
bimn,the meins of their coming'to Chriſt is by B 
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(6) 

Chriſt isfo ſerious andearneſt in this matter, as that he. 
expreſ{th this precept both affirmatiyely [ ſuffer them ] 
and negatively, forbid them nat, This word ſpeaketh di- 
rely and home unto the oppoſers of Infant Baptiſme, 
Chriſt hath forbidden you to be an hindrance to them, 
by word, ſpeech, writing, power, or any other way, for- 
bid theranot. \ 

And the Lord is ſo fall in the ſtream of this Command 
to ſuffer. them, and of his forbidding us, to forbid or 
hinder them, that he doth urge it with a great Reaſon, 
vizs of: ſuch is 1be K ingdome of God; the militant Church 
confifteth of many ſuch members, half our Churches 
are Infants, and what ? will you not ſuffer Chriſt to 
have Communion with them,nor them to hare Commu. 
nion with Chriſt by the Ordinance which Chriſt hath 
appointed far it ? the Kingdome of Heaven hath many 
Infants in it; and ſhall Chriſt have Communion with 
them, in: Heaven, and will you not ſuffer him to have 
Communion. with them on Earth in the viſible Church 
when he requireth it ? 

- Yea, this point is ſeveral times inſtanced and: repeated 
inthe Goſpel, toſhew, how much the heart of Chriſt is 
upon this point, Yea, this Text ſaith that Chriſt was 
very much diſpleaſed with his Diſciples upon this occa- 
ſion, it is very feldom=that Chriſt exprefſed himſelf diſ- 
pleaſed with them ( about twice) and this was one of: 
the times, and the occaſion of it, 

Fob121.15, Chriſt hath, appointed it as one great part 
of our Miniſterial charge to feed the little Lambs, ſo the 
word fignifieth, the Infants being part of them, how can 
we feed Infants ? ſurely by: adminiſtring Baptiſme unto 
them, for Infants are: capable of this inſtituted way of 
feeding, this Text is a frongevidence, Chritt hath made 
thelittle'Lambs the Subjects of Eccleſiaſtical Minifterial 
feeding, therefore no-doubt; the Lord hath -inflituted 
| ſomepublick Ordinance, that they are capable to be od 

: wy withal 


A4 2 
withal, and that is Baptiſme, Infants are ſecondarily feg 
by f eding their Parents, but they are perſonally fed by. 
Baptiſme, and conltantly, 
\ - - From the firſt Creation of man God hath tranſatted 
with man by a Covenaat,and hath alwayes comprehend- 
ed the Parents and children together in his Covenant, 
thus it. was with Adam in innoceney, the children of Ad-" 
am were comprehended with him in the Covenantof 
works, as we know by woful Experience, After the fall, 
God brought 4damnnder theCovenant of grace inChriſt, 
and in that Covenant he comprehended his Szed with 
him, When God called Abraham, he brought him un- 
der a Covenant, and comprehendzd his Se2d with him, 
I am thy God, and thy Childrens God, And that was our 
Goſpel Covenant, touching which the Apoſtle ſaith, the 
promi/e belongeth to you and to your Children, and thus it is: 
with all the Goſpel Churches, both Jews and Gentiles, 
even with all Believers, whom th? Lord our God ſhall call, 
Andit is the Infinite mercy of God to bind himſelf to us 
by Covenant, both to ſtrengthen our weak Faith, and 
that hisCovenant mercy might bind and ſtay the reveng- 
ing hand of Jultice from Jeovicg us for our iniquities, 
God.remembreth his Covenant and therefore ſpareth us 
and our children, as we may ſee, Pſal.105.$,9,10. and 
ver, 40,41,42. an1 Pf4al,106.43,4445. and Plal.$9.30, 
31,32,33,34,, be thankful th-refore to God for his Co- 
venant with us, and with our children, exclude- them 
not from this great mercy. 

I Cor.7.14. It ſeemeth ſome in Corinth doubted whe- 
ther the children of ſuch.Parents were in Covenant with 
God, and to be received by the Church, when oly one 
of the Parents was a believer, the other wicked,-a Pa- 
gan, and 1tis like it was a frequent caſe, ſometimes the 
huſband was convertedand.not the wife, ſymetimes th2 
wife converted,and.not the huſoand: and this'caſe might 
well co.ne into 'queition, by reaſon of that ancientfa- 
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(9) 
moans practice of Z2rg, and the Jewiſh Church, 
Tothequeſtion the Apoftle.anſwereth, that if either 
of the Parents be a believer, their children are accepted 
by God into'the Covenant,and the Church ought. . 
toreceive them, becauſe in ſuch a caſe the unbelieving 
husband or wile is ſanRtified by God unto the believing, 
to bring forth an holy Seed, IF they were not ſo, then 
all ſich children of a believing Parent ſhould be unholy, 
but ſaith the Apoſtle, that is not ſo, for all the children of 
believer are boly, though their yoke-fellow were un- 
boty, God received ſuch: children into his Goſpel Ce- 
vanzht, with the believing Parent and all the Churches 
_ did regeive ſuch children, and now the queſtion is ftated | 
and (etledby divine Authority, viz, that all ſach chil- 
* dren that had but one Parent a believer, were received 

by the Church as an holy Seed. 

, One Rule of judging of the ſoundneſs of a Doctrine is 
by itstendency to holineſs, charity, and unity among the 
Saints, The opinion of the Anabaptiſts hath not ſuch a 

' tendency, it isa moſt uncharitable opinion,and therefore 
contrary to the Spirit of the Goſpel of Chrift; love and 
charity is' a peculiar character of a diſciple of Chriſt, 
Fob.13.35. by this ſhall all mwn know that ye are my Diſciples, 
cenſoriouſnels of others, eſpecially when better then 

. themſe'ves is exceeding contrary to the Spirit of the 
Goſpel, and:ſuch doth their opinion expoſe them to be, 
what their inward ſtate is, Ido notmeddle witk it, but if 
they follow their opinion, as this book of Fobn Norcot 
doth taorouZhly, it leadeth them to the higheſt exceſs of 
cenſorious uncharitablzneſs, (to ſay no worſe,) and that 
agaia't men much better then themſelves, 

- Though there be fo ctear an Inſtance of circumciſion 
of Infants, and ' Chriſt himſelf was circumciſed when he 
wa$ an Infant, Zub,2.21, though there be ſoclear an 
38 titution of Baptiſme to ſeal the Covenant, as circum- 

catondid unto belicyers and their Scedandthoughthere 
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be ſo dear a Teſtimony that the primitive Church didfo 


' praQtice, and all the Goſpel Churches ever fince have ſo 
walked : yet becauſe they do not ſee theſe things to be 
fo, they do think that the primitive Church had notſo 
much light as to praRtice ſo, and whereas all the Golpet 
Churches in the world have eyer fince ſo praCtifed, they 
judge th-y have walked in fin, agd their Bptiſme is nu}, 
atl the world are unbaptized perſons, ſaving themſelves, 


and they now call themſelves Baptiſts, and all the reſt of 


the chriſtian wortd baptized in their Infancy are unbap- 
tized perſons, Churches, Miniſtry, Sacramerts, all are 
nullified, £c, | 

What an horrible degree of uncharitableneſs is thisz 
to ſay no worſe of it. : 

Again, becauſe if they grant Infants of believers to be 
eomprehended in the Covenant, they cannot deny theny 
the Seal of Baptiſme, therefore they do rather exclude 
(= their opinion ) all the world of Infants of believers 

om the Covenant of God and the Church, thentograpt 


them ſubje&s to be baptized. They rob the Lambs of - 


their intereſt in the Church, in the comn.un:on of Saints, 
and in the Covenant of God, which is a wicked injury 
done againſt the Lambs of Chriſt, who are not ableto 
# help themſelves, therefore Chriſt will help them, and 

wo to thoſe that do them this injury, | 
— Math,18.546,10, Whoſo ſhall receive one ſuch little Thils 
in my Name receiveth me, but who ſo ſtall offend one of theſe 
litsle ones whioh believe in me, it were bener for him that # 
Mill-flone were banged about hjs neck, and that he were 
drowned in the depth of the Sea, Chrift doth account the 
children of believers to be believers, the Root and hran- 
ches make but one Tree, wver,1o. Take beedthat ye de- 
ſpiſe not one of 1heſe lintle ones, for 1ſay usto you, (and Chritt 
doth know it perfeCtly ) that in Heaven there Angels doals 
avayes behold the face of my Father which ic in Heaven, 


Again, the uncharitableneſs of this opinion deth ſadly . 


appeay 
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(10) 
appear in this,that they teach men to be without natural 
WA j0n,which'is one of the groſs fins of theſe latter&pe- . 
rilous times, 27mm,3.3.,&this they do, in one of the h;gh- - 
eſt points inthe world, viz. that Patents ſhou}d exclude - 
their own children from ſharing with them in Chriſt,& 
fromChurch Intereſ} with Chriſt,yea,to put them away, 
&ſay, you have no portion with me in this great matter, 
Chriſt was diſpleaſed with his Diſciples when upon 
gccafion of mugh buſineſs in teaching the people, they 
forbad Parents to bring their children-to Chriſt to have 
; bis bleſſing. What think you, he will ſay to the Anabap- 
tilts, who teach and cauſe their very Parents themſelves 
to put away their children from Chriſt? not only not to 
bring: them, but to exclude them, never fince the world 
began was there more unnatural aftection then this is, 
Parents alwayes, endeavour to intereſt their children 
with themſelyes in their Religion, and in their Gcd, as 
being the belt thing they bave in the world, 6G 
Again it is. great uncharitableneſs in reſpeCt of ſuch 
Infants of believers, as dye in their Infancy, to judge 
them to dye, without intereſt in the Coyenant of God, 
thereby depriving both Parents and the Church of the 
comfort of that hope,that they dyed in Gods Covenant. 
Again, it is great, uncharitablenels to hinder (as much 
as in them lyeth ) the Church from opportunity of emi- 
nent exercile of Faith in communion with the Father & 
with #he Son, for when we receive little children into 
communion with the Ctfarch, we have communion v« ith 
Chriſt, and with the Father, Math.18.5. who (0 ſhall re- 
ceive one ſuch little chiid in my Name recezueth me, Mark ,g. 
26537. #hd be 100k a ckild and ſet inthe midſt of them, and 
awben be bad taken bim in kis arms, be ſaid unto them, whoſe- 
ever ſtall receive one of ſuch children in my Name, receiveth 
me, ani whoſo ſtall receive me, receiveth not me, but himthat 
ſent me, Luke9.47,48. Feſmus took a child, and ſet bim by bimy 
xkd ſaid unto them, whoſocuer ſtall receive this child in my 
| | Name; 


{12 | 
Xtme, receiveth me, and whoſoever ſrall recerve me, receiy- 
eth bim that ſemt me, ' We ſee here iseminent cbommunion 
with the Father and with the Son, in receiving Infants 
into our communicn, and hqw do we receive Infants in- 
to our communion ? the inſtituted way is, by owning 
theta to be comprehended in the Covenant of God, with 
the Church, and viſibly receiving them into the commu- 
nion ofthe Church by Baptiſme, if there be any other 
way of receiving Infants in the Name” of Chriſ} , 
Inſtance in it : this way is clear in the Scripture 
our receiving them in Baptiſm, our contmunion:with 
the Lambs of Chriſt, in the Name of Chriſt which is 
very well pleaſing to him. Never to do this, yea, torefaſe 
todo it, is a finful and offenſive gap inour communion 
_ with Chriſt, to reje& Infants from this communion is art 
o' ence againſt Chriſt ofa provoking nature, and eſpeci- 
ally to glory in our ſo doing, | * 
Pſat.127.2; children are the beritage of tbe Lord, and 
how come they to be ſo intereſted ? it is by virtue of 
their parental Covenant-: our Covenant Intereſt is onr 
ſpiritual Patrimony, our EPate in Religion which our 
Parents conveigh unto us, it 1san Eſtate of goad uſe un- 
to us all the dayes of our life, eſpecially at ſome difficult 
times a Chriſtian tath two ſtocks tolive and ſpend upon. 
I, His Patrimony, or Covenant In'ere't which his Pa- 
rents left him, 2dly, His acquired {fate in grace which 
he hath got and gained; by the gocd improvement ofhis 
Patrimony, a Chriſtian liveth and ſpendeth upon both 
theſe ſlocks,and we rieed them bceth,and all little enough 
ſometimes, as we ſhall ſee anon, | 
_ The. Anabaptiſts deny this ſpiritual Patrimony, the 
Covenant Intereſt by Parents, and live only upon anac- 
quired ſtate of -grace, w hich they have gained withaut 
improvement of their parental Covenant, ifwe may be- 
levethem, but they are deceived, LY 
For our parental Inter eſt in the Covenant, our par 
f | ' 


(. 12), 
tya Patrimony isa great & ſantified means of cotiver- 
fion, though not the only means, for {trangers { as our 
Indians)areconverted by the Goſpe) withoutthat means; 
fofaras we know,  Butin the Church:s of Chriitallour 
 Lonverts are converted by their improvement. of their 
Patrimony, their parental Intereſt in the Covernntas 
one means which doth. plainly appear in their confefſi» 
bns, when they come into the full communion of the 
Church, and therefore in this reſpe& they deal very un- 
tharitably; ('tofay rio worſe of it ) with their children, 
to deny then their Patrimony of Corenant Intereſt; - 
Prov. 13.22. A gvod man leaveth an fnberitance 10 þji 
Childress Children, that is, by bringing up his children (6 
well, that he ſeth his Patrimony fecnred to bis ſecond / 
Generatron, So itis in our ſpiritual ERate, a good man 
- will{through grace') ſo improve the Patrimany, the 
Covenant Intereſt which. he doth conveigh to his chil- 
Uren; as to bring them to take hold on the Covenant 
themſelves, by their own aG, and free conſent willingly, 
Dent;29.10,&c, Nebem,10,29, and hereby is the pro- 
' Stefs of their Covenant Interelt {ecuredand conveigh- 
 edover to his ſecond Generation; Sometimes Parents 
we pat fo hard toit in pleading with God for their chil- 
Aren, ( or for ſome of them at lealt) as that they have 
nothing to plead on their Þ:half but the Covenant Inte- 
reſt, their Patrimony,they may be ſo profligate that they 
have nothing elſe*to plead npon,and blefi;d bs God,that 
will hold to the laſt, this was Davizs caſe and ſo he. plead- 
eth, 2 54m.23.5.1 although my houjz b: not ſo with God, yet 
be hath made with me an everlaſting Covenant ordered in a! 
things an4 ſure; for this is all my ſatuation and all my deſire 
altboueb be make it not to grow, Now the Anabaptiſts cat 
themſelves and"their children off from this plea, by 
denytag, then: their Patrimony, Covenant Intereſt in 
God. Sometimes a Chriſtian may be ſo low brought 
by defextion and diſtrek. of Sou), as that they may 0 
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#lad to fly to their Patrimony. and Covenant TrterC@Tt 
help their Faith, , Sometimes, Devid was fo hard beſet, - 
 thaths was cauſed to plead and ſperid upon his Patrimo- 
; «NY, P/al, $6. 16. O yu#n umo me, and bave mercy upd my 

2 


give thy trength unto thy Seruaht\ 5 ſave the Son of i 
.maid, - And ſoinetimes hn his Thanksfiving, he doth ac> . 
knowledg that his Coyenant Intereſt, his parental'-Pal. 
-trimony was one ſpring of his mercyes whichfie ls re- 
(ceived, Pſal.116, ts. Truly 1 amzhy Servant, T am thy Ser- 
vant, the Sort of thy #Htendmaid; thou baſt loojed my. Bonds, 
Sometimes Gods Children may be ſunk folow,; as tht 
| fhey<anſee noacquiſite grate or Intereſt to plead,-no+ 
| thing to plead or improve fortheamſclves but their Pa 
trimony, their Covenant Intereſt, Iakgg 7. Why baſf 
| #hou mads us to erre fromthy wayes, and hardened our þ 
rw thy fear, return for thy Servants ſake the Tribes of thine 
Inberitance, How ill do the. Anabaptiſts provide for 
their own comforts, when they cut off ( ſo far as in them 
lveth, -if an opinion coulddo it,) themſelves andtheix 
children from this plea and fucconr of Faith, _ God in 
his wiſdome and mercy ſaw that we are weak; andhave 
need of a' Patrimony, a Covenant Intereſt by our Pas 
rents, and ſometimes to live upon a Talent of his pro= 
viding, when qur. own good Husbandry would fail us ; 
. and when it is: ſo he directeth and commandeth usto 
1mproye our Covenant Intereſt, our Patrimony, 1ſat.51- 
t 2.. 100k 1inta Abraham.your Father, and Sarab 1þ4 bare yot,' 
- BE 1 Chron:16.12,13. Remember by marvellous works the he 
F bid done, bis monders, and tbe Fullgements of bis month, 0 
1 Wl Seed of Iſrael bis Servant, ye Childrenof Jacob bis choſen, 
- MW Ot ſuch. as reje& their own Patrimony, andrefuſe to 
t W provide one for their children, mutt live only upon theig 
V own Trade and gains, What are they ſo {trong; un 
n 
t 
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grace as that they need not to irtiprove that Patrimony | 
which God hath provided for our relief ? . Sometime$ | 
Gods people. are fallen of that God bath no grouſe _ 
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efſhewirg them mercy, but only becauſe of their Bati?- 
mieny,” their Parefital Covenant, 2: King. 13. 22, 23s 
 { azacl. opprefſed Iſrael and the Lord was gratious 10 them 
d bad compaſſion on them; 'and; bad reſpect unto them, be 
ſe of bis Covenant with Abrabam, Iſaac, and Jacob, awd 
oroqperyaragyy #- +: "neither caf# be them from bis pre- 
ſence | as yet, And God hatit promiſed thus to deal with 
his childfen and people, Pſal.89,28, 4d 35. My Covenant 
ſhall land fa$i with hin, if bis Children forſake my Law, avid 
walk, not in my Fudgements, if they break my ſtatutes, and 
keep not my Commandments, then mill I vifattheir tranſereſ- 
50ns. withthe Rod, and their iniquity with fripes, neverthe- 
Jeſs my loving kindneſs will 1 not utterly take from him, nor 
ſuffer my Faztbfulneſs to fail, my Covenant will I not break, 
&C, and what a blefled Patrimony is Gods Covenant, 
yet the Anabaptiſts cut off their Children from this bleſ- 
- Ted priviledge,, Sometimes Gods people: may be ſs 
apoitate that they have nothing acquired lelt for their re- 
covery, onl; their Patrimony, only the Covenant, asit is 
at this day in.that dreadful Apoſtacy of Iſrael and Fudeh, 
yet we have Faith tor their recovery by their Patrimo- 
ny, their Intereſt in the Covenant of Abraham, for the 
gifts and calling of God are withont Repentance, and the 
riches of Guds Covenant ! how contrary to the Spirit 
and chari:y of the Goſpel is that opinion; that cutte th eff 
the children of the Church from this bleſſed Patrimony ? 
the more I experience the charity of the Goſpel; ( which 
God knoweth 1s but. & little ) the more doth my Soul 
toath that uncharitable opinion of the Anabaptiſts, 
. Furthermore, this opinion is pernicious anddeftruCtive 
unto the Churches of Jeſus Chriſt, it killeth the Church 
in the bud, it robbeth them of their Lambs,and:- will ſoon 
make the Churches and Kingdome of Jeſus Chriſt thin 
and poor, but the world and Satans Kingdome will be 
fall and rich, if this opinion ſhould prevail, which God 
forbid ! when Zabas hired Facob to .ſerye him for wa- 
? 3 | gas, 
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v6, Facob bargained for naother wages but. rhe ay 


Facobgrew rich, and he grew 


| the Anabaptiſts do, or the negl&Ritg them as other 
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taough Laban liked it well at firſt; yet he ſoorrfoundthat : 
, the ſame 1iſſite will | 
all the Churches find, thatthe excluding of-the Latabsas 


Dor pu s do, will ina few years make the Churches thift 

or, there is an hurtfutbird in ſome countryes;that 

Toner Orchards, and miaketh them barren,/'by feed-" 

| ah and dzvopring the buds in the ſpringtime, it 

3s yery', needful to keepa, diligent watch azainlt ſugh 

evil birds, leaſt our Churches become barren Vineyards, 
and empty Vines, ,. 

It may be ſome will ſay,- that notwithſtanding; all that. 
3s hzre ſaid, I do not yet ſee that there iseither precept, 
inſtitution or Example of baptizing Infants, Anſ;what? - 
15 it not ſo, becauſe you ſez.it not ? if you bz dark; blind, 
ignorant in [o great pol: at as this is, are all the Church- 
es in the, world miſta en, who do ſee both precepts; 40-- 
in ons and Example for it ? are your dark-mjnds and. - 

blind eyes the ſtandard by which every bogdies-hghyand 
vnderſtanding muſt be regulated ? mnſt. all-men light 
their candles atyour dim light ? what bottom dothythat 
flag graw in? conſider this, that all they that oppoſe-1n- - 
tant Baſtiſme, they donot-bringany poſitive evidence 
2painlt it, only a negative, and that negative 1s g 'Srgand= 
edin their own, rkneſzzandi IEnOTance it 1s; [ot uy oy: - 
they, becauſe I ſee itnot: ,C 

We. agree, with the Anabaptiſts i in the generpl gra. 


worſhip, but that which hath; a Divine 1glltution, 

We agree. to it, hut the parcicular propobiti tign, the 
minor, the aſſumption; there we differ, w RON is:thi% 
- _ But the baptizing of believers and their 1nfants hath: 
a Divine Naltitution; this we affirm, and prove,:and. 
therefore we conclude that believers and their- afants 


ought to be baprized, 
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” They deny this propoſition,and what prope of brid# they? 
] nbthing d all that” /know off, but this, Aer; Hey! | 
therefore 7 do- not: believe it, therefore 'A oppote it.” 
Their chief difcourſes are. cavillations againſt our proofs, * 
whereby Satanddth effeftually keep their eyes ſhut, ſo 
that they: cannot fee the Truth, but are paſſed up with 
their own ignorance, - x 


"7 ſthall-now take a brief conſideration of the Book 
And I will'give one direQion to ſuch as read it, whics 
| being obſerved it. will quiteeneryate the whole Book, 
viz, when the Book mentioneth baptizing of believers; 
doyou.addinyour mind [ and their Seed} which if you' 
hgld-unto, the Book hath nothing in it, that Iremember, 
that will burt you in-that point, Nor is this a begging 
of the quieſtion, becauſe Lhave proved, that when Bap- 
tiſme- 6f: Believers was firſt inſtituted in the Goſpet 
Churches by the Apoſtles, the baptizing of their Infants 
was alſoinftituted. And I have proved that God doth 
actcountthe Children of 'believers to be believers, they 
may be( for ought we know ) actual believers, as Fobrw. 
Bapiiſ® was, andif they dye in their Infancy ( as many 
do) we ought to believe that they are ſaved by the pow-" 
er and: grace of Gods Coyenant, under whicthey are 
comprehendeg, ifthey are not aCtual bdlievers, and live 
to ſhew'it; yet they are under Gods inſtituted means and 
Ordinances, to be trained-up to beceme behevers, and 
therefvreallfuch God doth account ( as to Ecclefiaſti- 


yard, therefore hoſerbings which God bar#put mgether, le 
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CHAP. I: 


[ "Hat Teſus being about thirty years old was bapti- 

A 2edofFobs, in Forday, is true ; But Baptiline was 
got inſtitated till about that time,by Feb#;had it 
been inftiruted when Jefus was an Infant,” he would 
have ſubmitted to it, as he did fubmit hinifelf ts be cir- 
cxnnciled, when he was an Infant, zub,2.21, 


CHAP. II, 


Of the great Contmiſion for baptizine believers, Tadd, and 
their Injams, - | 


P 


{| g teach and baptize, teaching, is firſt, true, and In- 
JF fants are taught and made Diſciples, in that their 
Parents are fo. And. God doth accountthem be- 
lievers, as their Patetitsare; afid therefore God hath in- 

' ſtituted, that they atfh as well as their Parents ſhould be, 


baptized. hs 
| CHAP. If, 
© Of Bxaniples, 


Ohp.4-1,2.Jeſus made Diſciples and baptized, theyre - 
[ EF Dileiples, not booths. " wy nth | 
Auſm,S0 it was with the firſt believers,but their Infants 

had the privitedge tg be born Diſciples, And this was 
at the beginning of the publick Miniſtry of Chrilt,. the 
orger ofthe Goſpet Churches was not yet inſtituted and 
fixed that was: done at the. beginning of the Apoſtles, 
Mmiltry, 42,2, And what though the Sowaritep belie- 
vers both men and women are mentioned to be baptized © 
withyut mentfon of _ ifants, Qidt, is tio evidence -— 4 
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that/it was not done either firſt or- laſt, ſeeing it isa di- 
vine Apoſtolical Inititution that Infants are comprehen- | 
| ded with their Parents, The Eunuch was a ſtranger, and 

from home, his Family abſent, therefore there isno force 
*n.thatinflance, but on the contrary rather, for.he cat- 
rying. ome -tydings of the Goſpel, it was ſaeffeRually 
received (as Hifforians report) that it continuethe with 
them, unto this day, and Infant Baptiſme among, other 
parts of Gods worſhip. '' When Pau} was baptized he 
had no Children, nor was he eyer marryed: that we 
Enow of, therefore his Example hath no force to oppoſe 
 InfantBaptiſme. NEE Nene es 
' TheExample of the Jaylor affordeth conſideration of 
weight, the Head of the Fajnily being conyerted, his 
whole Family are accounted believers, and were bapti- 
za, Such as were adult in his Family no doubt mani- 
felted their Faith ; the Infants of. his Family were-in 
Goſpel order to be trainedup in the Faith of the Gaſpel, 
and therefore were accounted believers, and therefore. 
- all his houſhold were baptized, The ſame may be ſaid 

of L1dig ag Criſpus. ELD Se we} Wan 


CHAP. IV. 


\ 


Ere the book proceedeth by digreſling into ano- 
ther litigious point, viz. whether Baptiſme is 
_, to be adminiſtred by. dipping, or as we do by * 
waſhinf, ar ſprinkling, Which manner of ad:miniltra- 
tion, though the holy Scriptures have left it indifferent, 
ether way may belawful, yet this treatiſe'fixeth a ne- 
ceſlity yþon dipping, yea ſuch, as to nullifie that Baptiſte 
Wit isnot ſoadminiſtred, = © 
In anather place the Book blameth, at leaſt ſceketh 
£0 invalidate our dodrine of Infant, Baptiſme, becauſe - 
we take'itup & teach ir,only upon conſequence, though 
it's not ſo, for we ptead poſitive Inſtitution and Exam- 
PIRATED I £58 & fe, \ - *v- 4:86 v1Gs © 
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ple, But this point of dipping is taken up dnly by co , 
ſequence, and that bat probable c onſequence at the beſt, 


there is no proof that any in theEtimes of Chriſt were” 


baptized by TPPIngs nor that /obn nor Phillip baptized. 
by dipping. Baptiſme is a figne, and a little ofthe ſfigne 
js enough to {ignifie great matters, a little bit of bread 
a little ip of wine is enough to hgnifie wond rful great 

things, Job. 13,9,10> when Chrift waſhed bis Diſciples feet, 
Peter ſaid, thou ſhalt never waſh my” feet, bit when he un- 
derſtood that it was for ſpiritual uſe and ſnſtruftion, he 
would have more of the figne, or my feet only, but my 
bends and my bead, bus Chrift ſaith, it js enough that the fees 
only be waſhed, be that is ſo waſhed 5s clean every whit. So it 
is with our brethren, they knowing that Baptrſme is of 


great ſfignification and uſe, therefore they defire a great. 


deal of the figne, they would be dippedquite under wa- 
ter, over head and ears in the figne.. What need that 
be 4 a little of the ſigne is enongh tolead up Faith unto 
its glorions ObjeQs in. Chriſt, "The face is the moſt e- 
minent and principal part of man, if therefore the face 
be baptized, the whole man is baptized, If the facebe 
a little waſhed, buryed, ſprinkled, covered with water, 


it is enough to ſignifte untoour faith all that is ſignified | 


by Baptiſme; Baptiſme is ſundry times fet forth to fig- 
nike pur death, burying, and riſing with Jeſus Chriſt, It 
is cundry times ſet forth by ſprinkling with the bldod of 
Chriſt, it is ſundryimes ſet forth by waſhing, once by 


putting on Chriſt, if therefore Baptiſme beadminiſtred - 


either by-waſhing, or by ſprinkling, or by dipping, our 
Faith mult” be raiſed unto all theſe ſignifications of ths 
Bapt iſ! mal figne, & it is indifferent which of theſe wayes 
be uſed, either powring with the hands of the baptizer 


a convenient quantity of water upon the face, by way of 


ſprinkling or waſhing, or by dipping the face, there is 


- 


part 


£60 ip inthe adminiftratiqn of, and 
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much. exerciſe of divine knowledge and faith in that l 
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Eipating.in the Sacrament of Baptiſme mage then cagþ9 
expreſſed by the figne, though All js lignified. Andta 
7 a ſhort touch of the indifferency of the manner of 
Its adnyniſtration, It is. butin two places where they 
wentinto the water to baptize, lobn alwayes ſa did, 
torhe preached in the Wilderneſs, where there wasna 
accommodation to do otherwiſe, and there the River 
Was broad, and by that, means more ſhallow towardsthe 
dank, ſo that people might come. tohim, ſtanding in the 
Water, and lifting, up their faces to Hearep,he taking up 
Water in his bands ſprinkling and powring it on their 
Ces, ahd ſ0 they were baptized, in which aCtion there is 
leath, byryalundex water, reſurretion, wathing, cover+ 
| ſprigkling, a little ofthe ſigne of thoſe great things 
gnifed thereby, it. is more probable, as I congeive, that 
this was the manner that pbyand Pl 7" jp uſed when they 
wentinto the water.to baptize, Philty and the Eunuch 
e thatL know, off, who were travailing in the 
where they.}-ad as little. accommodation to do 0e 
Qerwiſe, as /ohn had in the Wilderneſs, 
\ But thatgreat adminiſtration of. Baptiſme, A2,2.41, 
- was performed.in the Temple, where was nq River, nor 
deep waters for dipping the. whole body, butthere was 
alwayes. plenty of:watgr in the Temple, very much was 
iſed. about the ſacrifices in. waſhing and boyling, and 
much was drank by the people, who cideatand drink in 
Gods preſence, though there was a little wine brought 
with the Sacrifice by Inſtitr tion, yet.at-all their ſacrifice 
Feaſts the people wauldneed water alſo to drink, and it 
was readily tobe had, for there were many whoſe office 
it was tq be drawers of waterfor the Temple Service, 
and who ever needed, water mighteaſtly;have.it, And 
there beloriged unto. the Temple all ſorts of Veſſels 
needful for.the Service of God, Bafans, Charges, Plat= 
#*rs, Oc, Thegclare in this fanous.buſiuef; of lwpeizing 
My Wile, APR ofs 


$910 into the water v0 baptize, is the ſecond andlalt 
0a ; 
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hoſe Goſpel Converts, the water drawers woug rea 
upply all the baptizers with ſufficient water, in 
Vols, not for dipping, but for walking, { vrichlino 
pores water with their hand $ upon the faces * | 
_ baptized, 

ds 16.33. The ſame hour of the night the Jaylor 
was-baptized, he and all his ſtraight way, there wasga 
going'to a River for dippi jp. = Paul was baptized in the 
Foom where be lay ſick, Att 9.18,19. 

* Cornelius ahd his Family, and Friends were ocpetie 
the place where the Werd was preachedta them, and. 
prayers were made, and the holy Ghoſt was prone 
vpon them, they were baptized with the Holp nt 
with water Baptiſine in the fame place, TJ is nt oy 
intimated of the A—_ removing to ſorde. River = 
__ tiſme, Baptiſme 18. a part of Gods w' 

hick is to er ed in thepublick Aſſembly of the. 
Church, and ty do the generality of the Goſpel JP 
es walk, in = places ofthe world, which places of 
blyes rarely be bo River ſides. | 
CHAP... 


'N this Chapter there is no difference of momenttliap. 
' 1 ſee, ſaving that it is afixmed, that Zydie was bay» 
tized in. the River, which cannot bg: proved, 

Chap. VI. I pafs by this Chapter alfo, 
| Chap, VIL. Believers(1 add and their Infants ) Baps 
tiſne1 5-2 great Ordinance, 

CHAP, VIE. 


' His Chapter anſwereth ObjeCtions in Nuh, 22. 

but many of them are trivial, af little congern= 

.- ment; and unto: others of the, I have already 

faid'enough for the preſent, therefore I ſhall take uphere 
and there ane, andpaſs on. 

Objeft. 5, Doth not -Baptiſme come. in. the roaomog . 

Circumciſion? ? the Book anſvercth; no furely; heteis 4 
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'noSctipture fonit. 4» ſw,l pray conſider, Rom.4.11, be 
received Circumciſion, the Seal of the Righteoufneſs of Faith, | 
 pubich be hadet being uncircumeiſed, tbat' be might be the 
Favher of 217 tbat- believe, though they be not circumciſed. , 
And641,3.17; this I ſay the -Covenant which was con+ 
firmed before of God in Ghrift, &c, viz. confirmed by 
Circymciftan, we Tee that Circumciſion confirmed their 
entrance into the Covenant of Faith, and ſo doth Bap- 
tiſme coufirmtheir &ntrance into the Goſpel Govenant, 
AQs 2. 38, 29. rcumcifion was one of the firſt 
Ecelefiaſtical Qrdinances, which did engage and oblige 
them to keep the whole Law, 641.5,3. So Baptiſme is 
one of a" i CO Cprdimnces which doth en- 
#age and oblige usto' 0 e whole Goſpel, al things 
whatſocurr 1 command, Math.28.19,20, : | 

Why they deny Baptiſme to come in the room of Cir= 

. camcifionTknow not, unleſs it be for fear ofan Argu= 
ment that-it affordeth for Infaat Baptiſme, which they 
know not how toevade, 

ObjeZ, 10, Infants were once Church members,and. 
we Jo not find them cut off, Auſw, Touching Infants in» 
tereſt irt the Covenant I have ſaid a little already, ſhall 
add'a word or two more to ſomething that is here ſaid, 
 Math.3.9,10. think not to ſay we bave Abraham 2 Believer 
for your Father, Anſw, "They made a carnal confident 
uſe of their parental Covenant, as alſo they did, Fob.s. 
agd: other places, though they were of ripe years, and 
ſhould have improved the Covenint by laying hold on it, 
nato their ſan@ification, yet they did notſo, they lived 
in groſfin, and yet plead their paternal Covenant, alaſs 

it profits not in that caſe, 7t is now with vs in our in- 
fancy and minority, 'our parental Covenant alone isof 
great Efficacy, but when we are up-grown,we muſt take 
hold'on the Covenant our ſelves, and improve both our . 
Land qur. parental Covenant, for our mortification 
and holineſs of life, and think not to ſay Abrabam a belizver.. 

| by 
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(23) 
# qur Father, upon any other Terms, ef; 
BE cloak overa vile converſation, with 4by | 
e | ther, Abraban will not own ſuch: Frog ey irther 
MN 7b» ſheweth them that by reaſon of their an DYE 
of their paternal Covenant, God was about to..h 

them of through their unbelief, to which end, the Axes - 

aid to the Root of the Tree, &c,' the Tree is the N; ; r 

tlic Jews, the Root is their Eccleſiaſtical ſtate, i abs eC 

yenant of Abrabax, the Axe is the Roman, whi 

Jews themſelves did whet and ſharpen todo 
' Execution uponthem, and therefore” he exhorts 

to be penitent and fruitful believers. 0 

The Book: further ſaith, where were ts lever. 
members of a particular Goſpet Church ? Anſw, Se ig 
 A4,2.36337. 1 Cor. 7.14. 4 
Obje#.16,' 4 was baptized in my infancy, what need 7+ 

be baptizcd again ? you ſay it is not water thrawn in = 

face that makes Baptiſme, Avſw.  Alaſs, who ſayeth {9 

nor is this any Scripture Language: if the ſcope ofitheſe- 

words be to diſparage the Ordinance, we may ſee how: 

proge we are to drop words that needa pardon mag 

of Chriſt, The Parent givethiconſent tothe: 

tiſmal Covenant, and acteth Faithin the behalf 
Child,and the child is trained up and taught to = him 

« felf, and this is accepted of God. Theyin Ag, 19.14&c } 
were not rebaptized, but inſtructed by the Apoſtle, that » - 

they were rightly baptized, if there be ar error inthe; 4 

infant Yubje@, and in the manner,. (in both which you 

are deceived:) yet it ſeemeth great boldneſs to 
Baptiſmey: and to affirni, that All' the. ” Chbrthes: af 
Saints from the Apoſtles to this day are unbaptized3 
ſ\dns, except your inconfiderable ſelves, O' "what 
haye w& of timility and charity ! 
CHAP. 7 4 a Flay 2 

The defi izne of this Chapter is to ſerthe lap 12ingdf 
beliovers: and” of Lifkiicy 1 TURNED one ag - 
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""- ( 24 ) 
Teh wr he hath corjoyned them together, he- 


qd" their infatits are to be haptixed; there is 
6 gcceiptthan weightin this doing,the firſt and the 
7 laſt of theſe touches deny that there is any Scrip- 
Efor infant Baptiſte, and upon that Hinge the reſt 
ang. . Yo! know we plead Scripture- Authority for 
it Baptifme, and therefore 7 will paſs by this Chapter 
conruled bewy of hay and fubble, * 
-"peÞ Cho CH AP. X, c 
[>U8: - r.8--2 gathering together of man 
Texts of roty Scripture, which Tread with _ 
© "rence, and find nothing in them again baptizing 


Ay . 
bu 
' 

4 

. 

' 
: 

- 


beliesdr5.ad@ their infldes.- 
CH AP, XI. 


retipns: wherem I air occaſfoned fo fay the ſame thing 
many times over, becanfe I make Anſwer to every Pro- 


- t;:Tafant Baptiſm is: one of the Ordinances of the 


Ts "Loed make the Oppoſers of it aſha- 

Chat they may ſeeitfo be thine Ordinance. 

_- 2% Lordgive usall renewed hearrs, that we may walk 
thy Statutesand wayes to doe them. er | 
- 5: They.rejeft the Connſel of God that rejet the In- 

. Fantsof:betievers fromBaptiſme. 

17 & 'To-exclude infants of believers from the Seal of 

the Covenant; is:to change Gods Ordinande'; God hath 


penn nn _——_—_ ——_—— —_— 
\* _ 
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 Ex4Gdtmath-commanded to baptize believers and their 
nfants we therefore offer to God that” which he hath 
vinmznded, and hath alwayes accepted ever fince the 
amo theref into this day. 
2 Aves was mertor in their Baptiſme, 4#s 19, 1. 

—_—_— wc: they rebaptized, they were ſo far'inſtru@- 


_ is2 Chapter of Conſiderations and Conclu- 
-B; :fforrs; which Iffallanſwer unto with my Confide- 


nanded' that believers: and their infants ſhould be. 


| , je, andini the manner of the action, as on IBOLt | 


__ T0U8F . 3 
e#by the Apoſile as to ſee that they weroragnena , 
Zed, There have been many errors and ſtains anne 
tiſme,by.the corruption of Antichiiff+ bur we Fe 105 


* 


therefore to be rebaptized:; anerrot in the ntantiub- 


our infant-baptiſm; is not eſſential,and therefore? wy" 
deſtroy baptifm , nor require a rebaptizing, Weremne 
Caſe as'you ſay. MIT's parts 
7. My infant baptiſm is true baptiſoe accori 
divine inſtitution, 1 live 11+ the obedience of 
ordinance, my parents believing, COVEnantungy. 
fing on my behatfare accepted with Ged, I ami brougn 
up by Gods grace, and taught to make them mine by my. 
6ne votuntary taking hold gn the Covenant; aud pile 
be God for this goſpel way of propagation of Rehgiong 
and continuation of the Churches, NE Ge EP 
* 8, Baptiſm was delivered to believers and their 1n- 
fants as Circumciſion was, _ PIP , 
9. 1 know not who thoſe dbelieversbe that deny bap- 
tiſm to their infants, unleſs ſome of the Artabaptifts ap* 
prove themſelves to be found believers- PEPTy P 
| Io, What Truth hath not been oppoſed and Eta 4 
Truth cometh forth, not the worſe, but the brighter; & 
F believe ſo will the iſſue be of the dotrine of baptizngy 
of infants, Letters paſſing between Mr, Fefſe and me, 
7 propoſed that Queſtion to him, Whether when the 
Jews are converted will they baptize their infauts'? He' 
anſwered, He believed they would, andgave me two 
Texts of Scripture for. it, one was Fer.30.20. the other 
I have forgotten, I think it was in ſat, ES 
11, There is a' famous Example of baptizing belies- 
vers and their infants, # ſupz4, Lis 2.4L 5 gs 


# 


. 72, Ifthe ſalvation of my Sovl lay, upon it,l dare with 

J Holy boldneſs of Faith aff rm, that believers and their” 

Infants were baptized in the Primitive Church,” .- 3”, 
3. This I paſs by as inconſ:derable, 
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> Baptiſne of believers and their infants is a writ- 


” Aw 
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---18, Thou 


.20,* Bapti 
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into the Church 


are taught, the i 
. 22, We can fay with a cleer Faith, Lord 
required us that we ſhould baptize helievers and their 
infants, you cannot ſo anſwer for excluding infants from 
| the Covenant, and froni the Seal thereof, | 
| . 23. Baptizing believers and their Seed isa Goſp?l 
Ordinance in expreſs words and command, | 
| 24. We att daptiz:d according to the expreſs com- 
| mand- of God, to reject infants from it, is to reject the 
Connſel of God, | SER 
:.25, We ought to believe that our infants may be rege; 
ted from the womb, ibnot, vet they are in the way 
regenerated, and are brought under the gale of the 
it toaccomplith it, and this is accepted, 
We are not afftamed of baptizing believers 
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pr | " Cotifcque 
luch Baptiſme as 


HANS 


- med, yet tlie whole hoviſhold is menti 

| Hallteachthe Holy Ghoſt to ſpeak, CENEY | 
.-19, Chit our Law-giver. hath given us an expreſs 
1n{titution for baptizing believers and their infants, / 


y divine inſtitution. 


2 * M$» Chrill: Nath in faithfulneſs to the Church left us * 

6 Ielmonies for infant Baptiſme; 
left written in theholy pattern of ' 
that believers and their infants are 


.L7.::The baptizing of believers dependeth not on! 
Ip found Conlequence, but alſo inn the Bain airit 
ten. Word, Baptizing by dipping dependerh only upon 
- nce, atid therefore cannot nullify 
1s done by ſprinkling, 
gh the infants in Tidiahs houſe be not na- 


oned, and who 


believers-and their infants is brought 


Os al 


| ! by expreſs inſtitution and command. 2 
21, It is fafe to admit baptizing believers and their 
infants being expreſly co 


mmanded;and when the parents 


ſo are taught; 


— 


thou haſt 


& their 
infants 


| «i hy ( 29 . CR bu 
they that exclude fuchiinfants have cauſe 
Lord make them athamed, 


?' 
« YR 


bc. 5. 
&.. 
to be 
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We baptize believers and their infants by an 


27. | * 
ocels word of command, | TY 
rot 


. 28, Baptizing believers and their infants 1s a py 
Ordinance of God by an expreſs Rule, "3 TO 

29, 1n baptizing believers and their infants, we d@ 
what God hath commanded, and we {hall have the com- 
fort of well done my good Servant, but they that exclude 
fuch infants, ſhall in that point lofe the comfort of, well 
done my good Servant, Chriſt was much diſpleaſed with, 
them, for hindring infants to be brought untohim, 


When 7 ſay the ſame thing over and over, do nof 
nauſeate at-me, but conſider that 7am led unto it, by the 
paper that I anſwer, which propoſeth all the matter 
which 7 anfwer unto, 1confels it js a very confuſe&hcap; 


 Lordlead us inta thy Truth, and belp ws to Truth it in lots 
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